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The programme was recognised for its innovative
structure, clearly defined learning goals, and
modern teaching and assessment methods.
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Dusseldorf - an
absorbing city of
manifold possibilities

Dusseldorf, the capital of North Rhine-
Westphalia, is a dynamic and welcoming
international city on the Rhine, celebrated
for its outstanding quality of life, vibrant
cultural and arts scene, global business
connections, and open, cosmopolitan
atmosphere.

Fancy a drink in the Old Town followed by a barbecue
by the Rhine? Or would you prefer dinner at one of the
city’s exquisite Japanese restaurants before heading to
the theatre? Whatever your mood, Dusseldorf has
something to offer. Its vibrant cultural scene caters to
every taste — from alternative and experimental to
mainstream and sophisticated.

Diisseldorf is also a major media hub. In addition to
the Westdeutscher Rundfunk (WDR), international
proadcasters such as CNN and NBC have a strong

oresence in the city.

From Diisseldorf to Cologne
Cologne, one of Germany’s most vibrant and historic
cities, is just 30 minutes away from Dusseldorf.
Known for its iconic Cologne Cathedral, lively
atmosphere, and famous Cologne Carnival, the city
offers a unique blend of tradition, creativity, and
student life. Whether you are interested in culture,
music, museums, or simply enjoying the open and
welcoming spirit of its people, Cologne is an exciting
destination that perfectly complements life in
Dusseldorf.

The Ruhr Area
Beyond this, Dusseldorf is part of the dynamic Rhine-
Ruhr metropolitan region, one of the largest and
most diverse urban areas in Europe. The Ruhr Area
Is known for its transformation from an industrial
heartland into a modern hub of culture, innovation,
and science. Today, it is home to numerous
universities, international companies, and cultural
landmarks, offering students outstanding opportunities
for internships, networking, and exploring a wide
range of cities and experiences—all within a short
distance.
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Research

at Heinrich Heine University
Dusseldorf combines academic
excellence with strong practical
relevance and close collaboration
with public institutions.

The Wahl-O-Mat

Is an online voting advice tool developed by the
Bundeszentrale fur politische Bildung to help citizens

understand political parties and their positions before
elections. By answering short statements on key issues,
users can compare their views with party programmes
and identify the closest match. Since its launch in
2002, the Wahl-O-Mat has become an important
instrument for political education and democratic
participation. Researchers at Heinrich Heine University

Disseldorf study its impact, further develop the
application, and work on related tools such as the
lokal-o-mat for local elections.
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WIEGE - Understanding and Countering Political Disinformation Among Young
People is an interdisciplinary research project led by the Heinrich Heine University
Disseldorf (HHU) that investigates how adolescents and young adults
encounter political disinformation across platforms such as TikTok, Instagram,
and YouTube and how repeated exposure shapes their attitudes, trust, and
democratic engagement. Funded with €2.1 million by the German Federal Ministry
of Research, Technology and Space, the three-year project brings together
researchers from social sciences and computer science as well as educational
pactioners. By combining large-scale social media data, Al-based detection
methods, surveys, and experimental studies, WIEGE develops innovative
approaches to identify disinformation across platforms and strengthens young
people’s resilience to it.

The project’s results will be translated into practical educational materials, social
media formats, and school-based interventions, providing evidence-based tools to
support critical media literacy and help protect democratic processes in the digital
age.
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