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Summer Term 2026

Bachelor Courses

The overview of courses for the summer term 2026 is preliminary.

We expect more courses to be announced and/or more details to be provided.




Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Media and Communication Studies

Political Marketing American Style

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences,
Lecturer HHU Dr. Thomas Unterberg

Level Intermediate bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)

Times Monday 14:30 - 16:00

This course will show how political marketing is used in the competition among political
actors seeking to gain influence on the public sphere. Increasingly, voters choose parties and
candidates like consumers choose products. The competing political parties and candidates
therefore try to use political marketing to influence the public and the content of the media
in a way that is favorable to their communication goals. Political marketing can therefore be
understood as a tool designed to influence the public about political candidates and issues.

Harmful Online Communication

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences,
Lecturer HHU Univ.-Prof. Dr. Katrin Weller

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Friday 08:30 — 10:00

Communication in online environments, specifically in the various forms of social media, can be
harmful in various ways. Among the phenomena summarized as harmful online communication
are, for example: hate speech and other forms of abusive language, disinformation, conspiracy
theories, cyberbullying, or digital self-harm.

The course will take a closer look into what different kinds of harmful communication exist in
different digital spaces. We will discuss the digital ecosystems in which harmful online
communications may arise, investigating factors on the side of the online platforms as well as their
user communities. This includes social and technological factors that contribute to the spread of
harmful content, as well as the impact on individuals, communities, and democratic processes.
Finally, we will inquire which kinds of interventions are currently being discussed to identify and to
counteract harmful online communication.



Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Political Science

Political Economy of Money: Central Banks and Financial Systems in the Global North

and South
Term Summer Term 2026
Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Christina Thiele
Level Intermediate bachelor course
ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)
Times Thursday 16.04. 14:30 — 16:00

Friday 17.04. 08:30 — 12:00
Friday 08.05. 14:30 — 18:00
Saturday 09.05. 08:30 — 12:00
Thursday 18.06. 14:30 — 18:00
Friday 19.06. 08:30 — 12:00
Wednesday 24.06. 14:30 — 18:00
Thursday 25.06. 08:30 — 12:00

In case of questions about the course, please reach out to Christina Thiele (C.Thiele@hhu.de).

The Comparative and International Political Economy of Climate and Energy Policy

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Christina Thiele

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Monday 13.04. 16:30 — 18:00

Wednesday 15.04. 14:30 — 20:00
Monday 20.04. 16:30 — 22:00
Monday 27.04. 16:30 — 22:00
Monday 04.05. 16:30 — 22:00
Monday 11.05. 14:30 - 20:00

In case of questions about the course, please reach out to Christina Thiele (C.Thiele@hhu.de).

Political Economy of the Green Transition

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Christina Thiele

Level Intermediate bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)

Times Monday 13.04. 16:30 — 14:00

Monday 13.07. 12:30 — 18:00
Tuesday 14.07. 12:30 - 18:00
Monday 20.07. 12:30 — 18:00
Tuesday 21.07. 12:30 - 18:00
Friday 24.07. 12:30 — 18:00

In case of questions about the course, please reach out to Christina Thiele (C.Thiele@hhu.de).



Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Political Science

Social cohesionandcivil society

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Kasimir Dederichs

Level Intermediate bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)

Times Friday 19.06. 10:00 — 17:00

Saturday 20.06. 10:00 — 17:00
Friday 26.06. 10:00 — 17:00
Saturday 27.06 10:00 - 17:00

Over the last decades, societies across the globe experienced a rise in socio-economic
inequality. At the same time, they have become ethnically and religiously more diverse and
political polarization is underway. While it may seem like societies are drifting apart, we ask in
this seminar: What is it that holds societies together? How can social cohesion be measured?
How do the aforementioned societal trends shape social cohesion? What is the role of civil
society for social cohesion?

We will study definitions of social cohesion and discuss how this rather abstract term is
operationalized in empirical research. Students will learn how to communicate research
findings effectively and will design research programs themselves.

Ethnography of power and more than human relations

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Annamaria Laudini

Level Intermediate bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)

Times Friday 03.07. 10:00 — 17:00

Saturday 04.07. 10:00 — 17:00
Friday 10.07. 10:00 — 17:00
Saturday 11.07. 10:00 — 17:00

The seminar is an introduction to ethnographic theory and methods in the social sciences for
undergraduate students. It consists of interactive lectures and hands-on exercises, aimed at putting
into practice the techniques and principles discussed in class. The key themes we will discuss are
power, digital media, social relations and multi-species interactions in an increasingly entangled
world. We will practice some ethnographic techniques of data collection in the real world and debate
which types of research questions can be addressed through an ethnographic approach, reflecting
critically on the contributions, challenges, and limitations of this methodology. Throughout the
course, students will complete four practical exercises, aimed at learning how to design, conduct,
analyse, and present an individual ethnographic research project.



Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Political Science

FromRometo Brussels. An Introduction to European Union Politics

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Dr. Deniz Alkan

Level Intermediate bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)

Times t.b.a.

The second presidency of Donald Trump and the international turmoil that recently ensued has put
the EU once again at the heart of a multitude of poltical debates. It is not a new insight that the
future of European countries hinges upon the further integration of our continent, but recent events
have led to a more conscious understanding of this fact. In order to contextualizes current debates, a
deeper understanding of the EU and it’s inner workings is required. The seminar will provide
students with an overview of the polity, policies and politics of the EU. The institutional structure of
the EU, key policy areas, the decision making process and integration theories will be examined. The
seminar aims to provide a balance between the necessary knowledge about the EU and a critical
discussion of current EU affairs.

The Politicsof Migration: Tensions and Transformations

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Maxine Both

Level Intermediate bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)

Times Friday 26.06. 09:00 — 17:00

Saturday 27.06. 09:00 - 17:00
Friday 03.07. 09:00 — 17:00
Saturday 04.07.09:00 - 16:00

How does migration become a political issue? By studying the tensions and transformations within
migration politics, this course will unpack critical assumptions about migration and reveal how
politics plays out in practice. Together, we will reflect on questions such as: who counts as a migrant?
What causes migration? Who benefits and who bears the costs? And how do states, institutions, and
societies govern migration? Instead of providing clear answers, we will center on critically engaging
with political discourses of migration to reveal the complexity of this topic. This course will be useful
for those who wish to develop their critical thinking and operationalize broader political science
concepts such as governance, power, inequality, political systems, public opinion, citizenship, and
sovereignty. It will also be particularly relevant for students studying the intersection of media,
politics, and society, as we will engage with political media discourses about migration.


localuser
Durchstreichen


Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Political Science

Between Insecurity and Collective Action: The Politics of Precarious Employment

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Johanna Ida Plenter

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Monday 13.04. 12:30 — 14:00

Monday (01.06. - 20.07.) 12:30 — 16:00

The 21st century world of work in almost all Western countries is characterised by many new
developments and challenges - one of which is precarious and atypical employment. The seminar will
comprehensively analyse the basics of precarious work and shed light on its various manifestations
and causal factors. Among other things, we will look at the links between precarious employment,
gender dynamics and migration patterns to develop a deeper understanding of how these factors
interact and contribute to social inequality. Another key aspect will be the policy response to these
developments. How do precarious workers behave and what political preferences do they have, for
example regarding the welfare state? How do political parties react to the increase in precarious
employment? What role do trade unions play? The aim of the seminar is to understand why
precarious employment has become such a widespread phenomenon in Western countries, what
different dimensions it has and what political reactions it has provoked.

Voting Advice ApplicationsinaComparative Perspective

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Univ.-Prof. Dr. Stefan Marschall

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Thursday 12:30 — 14:00

This seminar explores the rapidly growing phenomenon of Voting Advice Applications (VAAs),
digital tools designed to assist voters in aligning their political preferences with candidates or parties
by analyzing their responses to key policy questions during election campaigns. Over the past years,
VAAs have been the subject of extensive research, as scholars seek to understand their impact on
political behavior, voter decision-making, and democratic processes. In this course, we will examine
the theoretical foundations of VAAs, explore variations in their design and the implications of these
differences, and assess their effects on the electorate.



Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Political Science

Political Economy of Peace and Conflict: Conflict

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Univ,-Prof. Dr. Natascha Neudorfer

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Tuesday 10:30 — 12:00

Conflict is a persistent element of human history, and its current impact is unprecedented since
World War II. By 2022, 108.4 million people had been forcefully displaced—2.5 times more than
a decade ago—while civilian deaths rose by 50%. Today, six out of seven people globally
experience a sense of insecurity. Sustainable Development Goal 16 aims to promote peaceful
societies, ensure access to justice, and build effective, accountable institutions to guarantee
freedom from violence and fear for all individuals.

This seminar focuses on intrastate conflicts, or civil wars, exploring their causes, continuation, and
consequences. Students are introduced to key theories, concepts, and research methods to analyse
variations in conflict and war across time and countries. The course combines academic readings,
simulation games, and interactive activities to develop critical thinking and the ability to evaluate
research and apply knowledge to case studies.

Nationalismand EthnicPolitics

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Olga Jerjomina

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Tuesday 16:30 - 18:00

How do questions of national or ethnic background continue to shape identities, politics, and
conflict in the modern globalised world? Nationalism and ethnic politics remain a defining
feature of domestic and international affairs today. This course examines how nationalism and
ethnic groups emerge, how these become politicised, and how scholars analyse them. Students
will learn about core theoretical approaches alongside contemporary case studies from Europe
and beyond. The course also introduces examples of empirical methods, including surveys,
electoral data, and text analysis, used to study nations and ethnic groups in comparative
perspective.



Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Sociology

Sociology of Sexuality

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Sociology, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Dr. Tilo Beckers

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Thursday 10:30 — 12:00

In this Advanced Seminar (Vertiefungsseminar) human sexuality is analyzed as a social
phenomenon located between nature and culture, ranging from drives and desires to norms and
identities, also adressing social and political conflicts and legal change.

The sociology of sexuality also covers the social construction of sexualities and the analysis of
sexual systems, both micro and macro phenomena around sex and sexuality. We will discuss the
interrelation between individual intimate matters and socio-cultural contexts of sexualities. A
particular focus are contemporary social continuities and transformations of sexualities in western
societies.

The seminar will be guided by texts covering diverse topics and theories. Thereby, we will learn
genuine sociological ways of thinking and understand different types of sexualities. It will be
possible to include sessions with your own topic proposals in advance or at the beginning of the
seminar. Please contact me in advance, if you wish to discuss a particular topic.

Educational Inequality

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Sociology, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Lena Harjes

Level Advanced bachelor course

ECTS 2 (with final exam 8)

Times Wednesday 14:30 — 16:00

Educational Inequality — or: why meritocracy is not real. This seminar will cover a variety of
perspectives on educational inequality, aiming to provide a broad understanding of differences in
educational systems, the development of competencies and relevant explanations. In doing so, we
will cover basic concepts and theories of educational inequality in general, as well as looking at the
political, international and historical contexts. The seminar will focus on social educational
inequality but include discussions on gender and ethnic differences in educational attainment. In
addition to the classic sociological perspectives on the intergenerational transmission of educational
attainment, we will complement and expand these approaches by discussing behaviour genetic
insights and their implications for our understanding of heredity, competencies and educational
attainment.



Bachelor Courses

Summer Term 2026

Sociology

Sociology of Migration and Integration

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Sociology, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU Dr.
Lecturer Christoph Sporlein,

Level lecture Intermediate/Advanced bachelor course
ECTS 2 (with final exam 6)

Times Wednesday 10:30 — 12:00

The course introduces students to the two core topics of migration sociology—migration and
integration. Students acquire a solid foundation in current trends and causes of global migration
movements as well as the theoretical models used to explain them. In the second part of the
course, the focus shifts to the integration of immigrants. Students gain insight into the major
debate between classical and contemporary integration theories of the past fifty years. This is
followed by an overview of the respective conditions of integration across four central dimensions
(cultural, structural, social, and identificational integration), examined from both theoretical and
empirical perspectives. Upon completion of the course, students are familiar with the key
concepts and theoretical foundations of migration and integration. They are able to apply these
concepts to selected examples, contextualize empirical findings, and critically reflect on them. The
course fosters an understanding and interpretation of the causes and consequences of
contemporary migration movements.



Master Courses

Summer Term 2026

The overview of courses for the summer term 2026 is preliminary.

We expect more courses to be announced and or more information to be provided.




Master Courses

Summer Term 2026

Political Science

Civil Society in the EU

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Dr. Witold Mucha

Level ECTS Master course

Times 3 (with final exam 9)

Tuesday 14:30 - 16:00

This seminar offers an in-depth exploration of the vital role civil society plays in the political and
social landscape of the European Union. Combining theoretical perspectives with empirical case
studies, the course equips students with a comprehensive understanding of how civil society
actors shape European integration processes, influence EU policymaking, and contribute to
questions of democratic legitimacy and participation. The seminar is designed for students
enrolled in the MA European Studies, as well as students from the MA Political Sociology, MA
Social Sciences, and MA Political Communication, and is equally open to interested international
students with a background in political science, sociology, or related disciplines.

Business and European Integration

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Dr. Jorg Waldmann

Level ECTS Master course

Times 3 (with final exam 9)

Tuesday 10:30 - 12:00

The course addresses the specific role of business benefiting from, and thus advancing, European
integration. Topics include issues and actors relating to agricultural, manufacturing, and services
industries and financial markets. We will discuss, among other topics, the free movement of
goods, capital, services, and people; industrial policy and state subsidies; competition policy;
supervision of financial markets; and corporate social responsibility. Classes will be based on
assigned readings and presentations. Students starting this course, including ERASMUS students,
need to have a basic knowledge of political and economic institutions and decision-making
processes of the European Union and of integration theories.



Master Courses

Summer Term 2026

Political Science

The Evolution of a European Public Sphere

Term Summer Term 2026

Department Political Science, Institute of Social Sciences, HHU
Lecturer Dr. Jorg Waldmann

Level ECTS Master course

Times 3 (with final exam 9)

Thursday 10:30 — 12:00

There are many barriers to a real European public sphere. Should they be overcome, and if yes,
how? In which sectors of society we are already living in a European public sphere? The course
starts with elaborating on the theoretical implications of public spheres. Yet the main part of the
seminar is devoted to case studies which touch upon very different aspects of society (culture,
economy, sports, media, habits etc.).

The course is delivered through a combination of assigned readings, group research and
presentations. With the help of groups, students will explore the Europeanization of the public
sphere in a variety of fields.



We are looking forward to welcoming you

at Heinrich Heine University Dusseldorf!

The team for internationalization, Institute of Social Sciences

All courses listed are taught in English. They are open to regular as well as to
ERASMUS and other international students.

Please note: All information given is subject to change!

For additional information see:
http://www.phil-fak.uni-duesseldorf.de/sozwiss/englische-version/

https://www.phil-fak.uni-duesseldorf.de/sozwiss/internationaloffice/students-
from-abroad/

International coordinator:

Dr. Guido Quetsch

+49 (0) 211 - 81 14092
quetsch@hhu.de
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